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" My people (ummah) shall never agree on an error/'
Al-Shafi'i justifies ijmaf on the basis of a hadlth in which
the Moslems are enjoined to go with the community. He
explains that while isolated individuals are subject to error,
the Moslem community as a whole is immune.1

Some doctors have denied the legitimacy of ijma* on the
two following grounds: (I) It is impossible to ascertain
the existence of ijmaf, because the mujtahids, living at
any given period, cannot in fact be numbered, for among
them there are those who have not achieved fame, or even
possibly women who have reached the degree of ijtihad and,
being women, escape observation. Even granting that they
could be known and numbered, it is impossible to ascertain
the consensus of their opinions, since some may have spoken
contrary to their inner beliefs. (2) The famous hadlth
concerning Mu'adh does not mention the ijmaf as an evi-
dence, and it would have certainly referred to it, if it
were such.2

Only later was this dogma of the infallibility of the
Mohammedan community raised by the canonists into an
elaborate piece of epistemological theory, after it had ex-
isted in practice for a very long time. For instance, in
the Risalah of Al-Shafi'i which is the first treatise on
usul-al-fiqh, the theory of ijmaf is as yet far from being
elaborate: the whole chapter hardly occupies a page.8 The
first appearance of ijmdf is probably to be traced in the city
of Medina, among the Companions of the Prophet. After
his death, they were the ones to decide all points of diffi-
culty, since they had had the " blessing " of companionship
and conversation with the Prophet and, so to speak, had got

1 Risalah, p. 65.

* From the Waraqdt, quoted in Goldjiher, D. Zahiriten, p. 33.

3 Risdlahf p. 65.